From snow in ]W:;y to scorching temps,
planning an outdoor wedding in Minnesota
can be a challenge, but the rewards can be great.

Discover the ins and outs of planning an
outdoor wedding in the state that has it all.
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Ashley Friendshuh and her husband

Eddie hosted their wedding at the beautiful
Minnetonka Orchards, which allowed them
plenty of room for fun activities such as wagon
rides, lawn games and a bonfire.

Rosemas in an outdoor ceremony at Stone Hill Ridge Golf Course in Stillwater. By the

I WAS A CLOUDY AFTERNOON AS Sarah Honsvall prepared to marry Patrick

time the ceremony was underway, however, the clouds broke and the sun shone as she

said “I do” under a tulle-draped canopy overlooking the lush greens. “It was perfect timing,” she

recalls.

Rosemas had what many Minnesota brides
dream of: the perfect outdoor wedding. With so
many gorgeous sites to be found in Minnesota,
it’s no surprise that countless couples head to
the great outdoors to start their married life
together.

Rachelle Mazumdar, director of weddings
and events at Style-Architects in Minneapolis,
emphasizes the unique and romantic feel that
outdoor venues can add. “Outdoor spaces can
offer an intimate experience for the bride and
groom as well as the wedding guests,” she says.

But as many Minnesota natives can testify,
our unpredictable climate can make the brav-
est bride wary of outdoor nuptials. “There are
many weather extremes to consider,” says KSTP
Channel 5 meteorologist Jonathan Yuhas. “But
with appropriate planning, weather shouldn’t
discourage couples from having a great outdoor
wedding in Minnesota.”

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
With lakes and prairies, parks and groves, winer-
ies and apple orchards, the options for outdoor
weddings in the North Star state are endless.

Recent bride Valerie Scott and her husband
Jake chose to have their intimate ceremony and
reception in a friend’s backyard in her hometown
of Duluth. The location was particularly special
to them, since it was where they met. “The area
was surrounded by woods, a view of the lake and
a gazebo that provided a picturesque, whimsical
setting,” Scott recalls.

Ashley Friendshuh and her husband Eddie
hosted their wedding at Minnetonka Orchards,
which allowed them ample space for their large
guest list. “Minnetonka Orchards has stunning
views, a beautiful ceremony site and plenty of
space for the kids to just run around and be
kids,” Friendshuh notes. “We also incorporated
fun activities such as a bonfire, wagon rides, a
petting zoo and yard games.”

So where is the best place to host your big
event?

“The first step to planning your outdoor
wedding is to find a venue that you love
and to make sure it fits your vision for the

day,” says Sarah Trotter, owner of Lasting
Impressions Wedding and Event Coordination
in Minnetonka. The next step is to make sure
that you can set up an appropriate shelter, if
isn’t already available. “A tent or other form of
shelter is an absolute must in Minnesota,” she
says. Having a plan B is a necessity.

In fact, some wedding venues offer both
indoor and outdoor options, eliminating the
need for your own complicated back-up plans.
Many venues even allow couples to use their
reception site for the ceremony in case of
inclement weather.

That was the case for Rosemas at Stone Ridge
Golf Club. “The venue had such a great setup,”
she says. “Since we had both an indoor banquet
room and a covered tent, there was no way the
weather could disturb our plans.”

SETTING THE STAGE

With outdoor weddings, nature offers a back-
drop that just can’t be beat. Rosemas used

her picturesque setting as inspiration for her
wedding décor, even designing a vintage floral-
inspired invitation suite to go with the outdoor
theme. Scott also drew from the natural beauty
of the area to design her backyard wedding,
keeping it simple, with big tents, wooden
benches and string lights. “It felt romantic,
enchanted and intimate,” she recalls.

PROVIDING THE NECESSITIES

But while Mother Nature created stunning lakes,
magical forests and to-die-for sunsets, she didn’t
create portable toilets and parking lots. “There
are a lot of extras to consider,” says Trotter, “but
with enough planning it can be pulled off and
be very beautiful.”

One of the main elements to consider is
electricity, Mazumdar points out. “Be sure you
understand the electricity available to you and
its distribution,” she advises. Remember that
all of your vendors may require power sources,
often at the same time.

Lighting is another important feature, and
couples should consider when the sun sets on

the day of their wedding. “The daylight hours
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begin to change as the summer goes on,” Yuhas
says. “Schedule your ceremony and reception so
that you will have adequate lighting, whether
natural or artificial.” As a bonus, lighting can
provide a beautiful way to decorate your out-
door space. Rosemas used a variety of pieces,
including candelabras, glass votives, café lights

strung in the trees and a chandelier. “I wanted

the space to feel warm and well-lit,” she recalls.

Another big factor: proper amplification for
noisy outdoor settings. “Guests want to hear
the ceremony and vows,” Mazumdar says.
“Make it easier on them and rent the proper
equipment.”

PLANNING FOR THE WEATHER

In Minnesota, weather means a lot more than just rain.
Meteorologist Jonathan Yubas of KSTP Channel 5 News
has been in the weather business for almost 20 years.
Here are his tips for couples who want to take their

nuptials outdoors.

¢ The safest outdoor wedding
season in Minnesota is from
late May to late September.
Yuhas’ first choice for an
outdoor wedding in Minne-
sota: July. “It’s never a guar-
antee,” he says. “But it tends
to be the most dependable
month weather-wise.”

If you're having a wedding in
April or May, remember that
it can still snow at this time
of year.

e Summer rain is typically
shorter and more isolated
than fall rain, which can last
all day.

* Don’t underestimate humid-
ity. August can be especially
humid, so plan accordingly
to keep you and your guests
comfortable.

Mosquitoes typically make
their first appearance in June
and peak in August, and

are worse around lakes or
bodies of water. Cicadas will
become loud around August,
so be sure to have good
amplification in areas where
you may encounter them.

Keep in mind when the sun
will set. In October, for ex-
ample, the days start grow-

ing shorter, so plan your
ceremony time earlier.

The lightest winds gener-
ally occur the first two
weeks of August.

Remember that weather
in Minnesota is never
predictable. Be prepared
for all circumstances to
ensure a flawless day.

Want a personal weather
consultant for your
wedding? FlashWarn, a
Minneapolis-based weather
consulting company, offers
a wide range of weather
forecasting information.
For information, contact
Jonathan Yuhas at Flash-
Warn, jwyuhas@gmail.com,
612.483.8063.
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(FACING PAGES) Thanks to a backdrop of rolling
green hills, a tent overhead and sunlight that
poured in at just the right time, Sarah Honsvall
and Patrick Rosemas had what brides dream
about: the perfect outdoor wedding.

Most important, make sure your guests
are comfortable. “Let them know in advance

what to expect, so they can plan accordingly,”
Trotter says. “They’ll appreciate knowing
whether they should bring extra layers or
avoid wearing high-heeled shoes.”

Favors can also help out, with weather-
related options for those guests who might
have come unprepared. Consider stylish
shawls or umbrellas for a rainy or cold day, or
bring festive fans for a potentially steamy day.

UNINVITED GUESTS

The mosquito is the unofficial state bird of
Minnesota, so prepare for them, along with a
host of other critters. “Bugs are often the most
unexpected and overlooked element,” Trotter
notes. “I've seen everything from bees to mos-
quitoes to ants getting into the food.”

With the proper planning, you can keep
bugs off the guest list. “Become familiar with
your space. Get to know the area and what
may be living in it,” recommends Trotter.
Then check with your venue about ways to
avoid having a bug issue. Often it’s as simple
as providing bug spray for your guests. Some
venues will also allow fogging before the cer-
emony to keep the bugs at bay while couples
are saying their vows.

THE
OUTDOOR WEDDING
CHECKLIST

A list of essentials to ensure that your
Sestivities go off without a hitch.

SHELTER

The most critical element! Don’t test Mother
Nature on this one. Tent rentals are a great
option, and be sure to rent one that has side
walls that can be lowered in case of rain or
heavy wind.

TABLES, CHAIRS, LINENS AND DISHES
If your venue does not provide these, they can
be rented. Save money by checking with your
caterer to see if they provide these items as

part of your package.

INSECT CONTROL

Mosquitoes can be just the tip of the iceberg.
Scope out your venue and talk to locals to
understand how to deal with these wedding
crashers.

ELECTRICITY

Be sure to consider all of your power needs,
including lighting, heating or cooling, and
anything that your vendors may need.

RESTROOMS

This often-overlooked necessity is a must for
wedding-day success. A good rule of thumb
is to have one bathroom or stall for every 50
guests, so they will spend less time standing
in line and more time on the dance floor.

HEATING/COOLING
Don’t underestimate dramatic temperature
changes, no matter what time of year.

TRANSPORTATION/PARKING
Nontraditional locations may be remote and
may not have standard parking lots. Ensure
that your guests can find adequate parking,
or hire a shuttle or valet service for them.

APPROPRIATE APPAREL

Will your guests be hot or cold, or be traips-
ing through mud? Make sure they know what
kind of environment they will find at your
wedding venue. Fun tips: Provide shawls
Jor the chilly nights, decorative fans for hot
days, or fun party flip-flops for walking on
wet grass.

PERMITS

Weddings at local parks may require a per-
mit. Check with your park board to ensure
that you have the proper paperwork.

GARBAGE
Often your caterer will provide garbage
Sacilities, but be sure to check in advance.

NOISE

Check with your local authorities on any
precautions you should take to limit noise
disturbances, particularly if you are hosting
your wedding in a residential neighborhood.

BRADLEY HANSON
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IT ALL ADDS UP

Outdoor wedding costs vary widely depending on
the venue and how many extra items you need to

bring in. The total cost for a space that’s equipped
for outdoor weddings may be more reasonable

than if you have to bring everything into the space.

Hiring a planner will help you sort out all the
additional needs for your space, which may even
save you money in the long run.

BOTTOM LINE

While an outdoor wedding may require a little
more legwork, it can be well worth the effort.
“Outdoor weddings allow couples to share their
love for local spots with their friends and family,”
Mazumdar says. “Whether it is a family backyard,
a botanical garden or a rustic barn, the couple can
choose a space that reflects their shared interests
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The key to outdoor wedding success is to relax
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and enjoy the day, says Scott. “You can’t control
the weather, but you can control whether or
not you choose to have a good time,” she says.
“Choose to enjoy this day.” *

A SELECTION
OF TOP OUTDOOR VENUES

BAYVIEW EVENT CENTER
Excelsior, bayviewevent.com, 952.470.8439

CAMROSE HILL FARM

at 507.285.2722 for more information.
) WWW. kahler.com

]\fhg Contact our Wedding & Special Events Manager

Happily ever after begins

Blueﬁn Bay FAMILY oF RESORTS

Stillwater, camrosebillflowers.com, 651.351.9631 I’ight here.
CHATEAU AT MEDICINE LAKE Nevermiss aveve 1 800.BLUEFIN (258-3346)
Medicine Lake, mintahoe.com, 612.253.0255 BI ueﬁ N Bay www.bluefinbay.com

ON LAKE SUPERIOR
ELBOW LAKE LODGE
Cook, elbowlakelodgemn.com, 800.441.1620 Named Most Romantic Resort & Best Honeymoon
JULIANE JAMES PLACE Resort seven years in a row! Enjoy our spectacular

Finlayson, julianejames.com, 612.246.3218
MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION

BOARD
minneapolisparks.org, 612.230.6400

MINNESOTA BOAT CLUB
St. Paul, boatclub.org, 612.253.0255

MINNESOTA LANDSCAPE ARBORETUM
Chanbassen, arboretum.umn.edu, 952.443.1400

MINNETONKA ORCHARDS
Minnetrista, minnetonkaorchards.com,

763.479.6530

NICOLLET ISLAND PAVILION
Minneapolis, mintahoe.com, 612.253.0255

STONE RIDGE GOLF CLUB
Stillwater, stoneridgegc.com, 651.436.4643

ST. PAUL PARKS AND RECREATION
stpaul.gov. 651.266.6400

seaside location and award-winning amenities.

Surfside 1877:3¢1.5UrRF(7873)

on lake superior  Www.surfsideonsuperior.com

Relax and renew at our new waterfront retreat
with coastal contemporary townhomes
and stunning wedding and event space.

~. 1.877.SCENIC 61 (723-6426)

J www.temperancelanding.com

Distinctive log home luxury on the lake.
Perfect for families or groups.
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